These,
h
men

What possesses people to
dress up as the most elusive
of pop icons? Fiona Sturges
goes in search of the men
who would be Morrissey.
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Beinga Morrissey fan takes dedication. | st
know because I am one. Hours of my e nave
been squandered trying to explain his genius
to unbelievers who insist on asking such inane
questions as“Why does he have to be so
miserable?” or “Where’s the tune?” Age has

unconverted, I just quietly think them fools.
There was a time when I would listen to The
Smiths all day every day; now I own records by
other bands as well
Talk to any Smiths fan and chances are
they’ll remember the moment they first heard
Morrissey’s plaintive croon. My epiphany
came aged 13 via a classmate at school who
played me Hatful of Hollow on an old cassette
corder. When The Smiths plita yearater |
thought my life had come to an end. TI
French photographer Flisabeth Blanchet was
ina second-hand record shop in Normandy -

Stop meif you think you've seen this man before
(lockwisefromtop lef0): Graham, Lee, ﬁqﬂ,
teve and Fernando dress as Morri
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‘When you meet
someone who
loves the Smiths
as youdo, you
find yoll havea
lotof tf
common. Vou’re
on the same
wavelength”

looking for old Clash singles when she first
heard them. She was hcmly into ska at the
time. “As a teenager my mind was the other
side of the Channct*she rezalla A3 soonras)
heard The Smiths, that was it, there was no
going back” It was the start of a lifelong
passion that has culminated in her current
project photographing Morrissey look-alikes
'was younger I had all these plcmrm

of Morrissey on my bedroom walls and so T
had a clear idea of how they should look and
the poses they should have” she says. “It’s as
much about the way they stand, the ange t
which they look at the camera, as the way they
o their bair that makes them authentic.Is i
weird that people want to look like him? T
don’t think so. I became friends with some of
the guys I photographed. When you meet
someone who loves The Smiths as you do, you
find you have a lot of things in common.
‘You’ve read the same books and are into the
same films. You're on the same wavelength.”

Few musicians have attracted the kind of
idolatry that Morrissey has. In the early days
one fan in Denver held a radio station up at
gunpmm demandln}, that they play only
Smi gs. He said he just wanted to hear
Morris ey'a voioe, Acolytes would regularly
turn up at the singer’s house in Manchester
clutching books of poetry (on moving to
London Morrissey would do the same with
Alan Bennett). Today Morrissey fans, many
of them grown ups with jobs and children,
still hurl themselves at him with hopeless
abandon during concerts, desperate to make
contact with the man who articulated their
teenage angst.

Since his glory days with The Smiths,
Morrissey has drifted in and out of fashion.

MORRISSEY

Graham Sampson urgency, and 1 knew
(above), lead singerof the moment | heard
thetributeband The  “This Charming Man",
Smyths. ‘Atatime that this band truly
when Thatcherismwas  meant something.’
disassembling Fernando Amador
the Smiths werethe ~ Le Brady (below)
cultural reference lead singer of These
pointfor the British,  Charming Men, of
n, working- whom Morrissey said: |
class man. From “V'm very impressed
 theyarrived  and flattered by
with this sense of what they do."
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MORRISSEY

After the initial promise of his first two solo
albums, lhe quah(y of his music went into
sharp dec xaltation of all things
English ar nd his flirtation with gangster
imagery sat uncomfortably with the prevailing
culture of political correctness. In 1992 he was
vilified by the press for performingat a
Madness reunion show draped in the Union
flag. By the end of the decade he was without a
record deal and living in self-enforced exile in
Los Angeles. But now, after a spectacular
comeback in 2004, he’s at the top of his game,
50 much so that when he had another spat
with the music pz\ptr NME about his views on
immigration recently, few seemed to care.

Gejo ('.m(w.h  Gorotion s ncver v
At 40, he’s as passionate about Morrissey as
e was whenhe first discovered The Smiths as

ateenager. Like he is a vegetarian, a
ctaunch republican and is the proud ownér ofa
scrupulously sculpted, oversized quift.

“I'm from Spain and there are two reasons
why I came to this country,” h
tobe with my partner and the other vas

whole life.” Hi
fan, Paul. “Morrissey was the friend I never
Rt o Eindued epirttwho sndersioodme
completely,” he says. “He wrote the words, T
hved the life”

| 0st pop stars have to be dead before they

| rcach theiconic satus that Morrissey has

ne. Once the maverick

der, the Dopswithithe thom i s side,

Morrissey is now the established face of

disaffection. Twenty-five years after he first

rose to fame the legend haa been senled, ot

o music but by those who choose to

| Took ke him. *
‘Thereare two

| reasons I came

| to this country.
One was to be
with my partner.

| The otherwas

| Morrissey. He

| has shaped my
whole life"
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Gejo Canovas (above)  Paul (declined to give
“Iwouldn’t call myselfa his surname, I:elm-
Iookaliks

beste:
else's

and 'm proud to be
recognisedasafan.! thoughts, which

Steve Tanner- Hitherta fad'tboen
Tremaine (left) able toexpress- I'd
“Ifirst heard the thought | wasthecaly
Smiths when I was felt that way.
‘going through Hoiodmive
adolescence; | was have had Morrissey as
abitmiserable and 2constant compaslon,
through good tim
disassociated, and andbad. Theworldis

justgottome, where  bearable for having
other music couldn't!  him n it




